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Skull Reliquary of St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople (c. late 4th to early 5th century) 


We believe that the human body, received into the Church, becomes a container of 
uncreated divine energy, Christ-bearing and spirit-bearing: “Know ye not that your bodies 
are the members of Christ? ... What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? ... 
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6:15-20). 
“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly, and I pray God your whole spirit and 


soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful 
is he that calleth you, who also will do it” (1 Thess. 5:23-24). 

The human body is exalted in the Church and has an eternal destiny. Christ will "change," 
that is, he will transform our humble body so that it will be "fashioned like unto his 
glorious body" to take the same form as the glorious body of the Lord, and this will be 
done at the second coming, “‘according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue 
all things unto himself” (Phil. 3:21). 


The glory of the holy relics foreshadows this new, glorified state of the body. The honour 
attached to them in the Orthodox Church is a further testimony to our faith in the 
universal glory of man (1 Thess. 5: 23-24). 


The sanctifying grace is expressed in the holy relics with a fragrance, which is mentioned 
in the Bible (2 Cor. 2:15; cf. Is. 66:14) and performs miracles (4/2 Kings 13:20-21). The 
same grace is communicated to the objects which come into contact with the bodies of 
the saints, resulting in miraculous works (4/2 Kings 2:8-14; Matt. 9:20-22; Mark 6:13; 
Acts 19:12). 


By virtue of our descent from Adam, we are separated from God's creation (Gen. 
3:17-19), but the man of God's grace radiates peace and imparts blessing, even in his 
shadow (Acts 5:15-16). 


God Himself, therefore, honours the relics of holy men and infuses them with His 
uncreated divine grace. For this reason, the Orthodox Church also pays honour to them 
and places them under the holy altar (Heb. 13:10), imitating in this matter the heavenly, 
the altar without hands (Rev. 6:9); for our altars are "figures of the true," that is, of that 
heavenly altar (Heb. 9:24). 


The early Church honoured the holy relics. The Martyrdom of Saint Polycarp (+ 156) 
informs us that they were considered "more honourable than luxurious stones and more 
precious than gold" (Mart. Polyc. 18). 


The faithful gathered at the Tombs of the Martyrs to celebrate the Holy Eucharist and the 
memory of the saints. This was transmitted in later times; there is no evidence to inform 
us that the veneration of the holy relics was not universally accepted. 


Saint Gregory the Theologian (329-390) underlines the many miracles that were 
performed with the holy relics of Saint Cyprian "when faith was present," he says and 
adds that this is known "by those who have received the miracle and have passed it on to 
us and will pass it on to the future" (Oration 24:18, to Saint Cyprian). 
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The reliquary, with the right hand of St. Gregory the Theologian, from the Holy Church of St. 
Nicholas of Ioannina, is located in Serres and in the Holy Church of Evangelistria. 
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In his first speech against Julian, St. Gregory mentions the saints: "those to whom belong 
the great honours and festivals; those by whom devils are cast out and diseases healed ... 
whose very bodies possess equal power with their holy souls, whether touched or 
worshipped; of whom even the drops of the blood and little relics of their passion, 
produce equal effect with their bodies!" (Oration 4: First Invective Against Julian verse 
69). 


Saint John Chrysostom emphasizes that even the emperor, "who wears the royal purple," 
hurries to venerate the tombs of the saints and "stands begging the saints," that is, he 
prays to the saints "to be his advocates with God", so that they may stand for him before 


God (Commentary on Second Corinthians, Homily 26:5) 


The same saint, expressing the faith of the Church, urges: "Be continually by the coffins 
of martyrs, where is the health of body and benefit of the soul," that is, to visit the 
temples of the martyrs, where you will find the health of the body and benefit of the soul 
(Commentary on Matthew, Homily 37:9). In another discourse he exhorts Christians to go 
"to the houses of blessing, and to the shrines of the holy martyrs," that is, to the houses of 


prayer and the relics of the saints, "that having received their blessing, we may snatch 


ourselves unharmed from the devil’s snares" (C. Y esis, Homily 15), "The 
bones of the saints subdue and torment demons, and deliver those who are bound from 
those bitter fetters" ( ans, Homily 26:5). 


According to the faith of the early Church, divine grace is transmitted to everything that 
comes into contact with the saints. "Even the garments of the saints are revered 
throughout all creation," says St. John Chrysostom, and mentions Elijah's sheepskin (4/2 
Kings 2:8-14), the footwear of the three children who conquered the fire (Dan. 3:27-28), 
the rod of Moses who performed so many miracles, the garments of Paul (Acts 19:11-12), 
the shadow of Peter (Acts 5:12-16), etc. ( tues, Homily 8:3)). 


The incorrupt right hand of St. John Chrysostom is found at the Holy Monastery of Philotheou on 
Mount Athos, Greece. 


Saint Basil informs us that the holy relic of Saint Julitta sanctifies the city as well as those 
who come to the temple, "And the earth, filled with blessing by the presence of the 
blessed one, has gushed forth from its bowels a most wonderful kind of holy water," 
which is "at the same time protection for the healthy" and "solace for the infirm" 

( > Mc area, Homily 2). 


In the Orthodox Church, we attribute to the Holy relics honour and reverent veneration, 
which, as we mentioned in the case of the saints (pp.48-50), does not constitute a cultic 


veneration or worship. This is because no Orthodox Christian has ever identified holy 
relics with "gods" in his mind. 


A portion of the right hand of Saint Basil in the Church of Saint George of the Greeks (San Giorgio 
dei Greci) in Venice. The silver reliquary was made in Constantinople. In 1528, this relic belonged to 
Gabriel Severus, the Metropolitan of Monemvasia, who died in Venice in 1616. 


Source: Manual of Sects and Para-Christian Groups [Eyyeipidio Aipéoe@y Kal 
mapaypiotiavikav Ouddw@v], Athens 1994. 


